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English Language Arts 
Continuing Skill Focus: Using text evidence and supporting detail, especially within constructed response questions via 
implementation of RAC(C))E. 
 

2017-2018 Priority Standard Overall Focus: Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the 
text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
 
Standards to be progress monitored via i-Ready Measures: 
RL.3.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in distinguishing literal from non-literal language. 
RL.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text, including those that allude to significant 

characters found in mythology. 
RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain specific words and phrases. 
RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 
Continuing Focus: Key ideas and Details  
Standards to be Progress Monitored via i-Ready 
 
Grade 3 
RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for 

the answers. 
RL3.3  Describe characters in a story (traits, motivations or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the 

sequence of events. 
 
Grade 4 
RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text. 
RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a 

character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 
 
 



Grade 5 
RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from 

the text. 
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the 

text. 
 
Grade 6 
RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 

text. 
RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a 

summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
 

Grade 7 
RL.7.1  Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 
RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; 

provide an objective summary of the text. 
RI.7.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 

evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 
 

Grade 8 
RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., 

through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
RI.8.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and 

the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
 
 
Additional standards identified by grade levels as areas of focus include: 
RL.3.5 RL.4.6 RL.5.2 RL.6.3  
RI 3.5  RI.5.5 
RI.3.3 


